


Bioblitz: Expert Thoughts

“
David Mitchell, local fungi enthusiast and 
expert, after leading guided fungi walks 
and counts around Caddam Wood, Kate’s 
Wood and the Westmuir Community 
Woodland, commented:

“Over recent years the state of fungi in 
the Kirrie area has been healthy. Annual 
observations from Westmuir Woodland 
to Kate’s Wood have thrown up a rich 
diversity and range of fungi species. 
Caddam Wood is especially productive in 
terms of species, numbers, and quantity. 
Indeed, this wood is visited by mycologists 
from afar due to its fungal diversity which 
included Red Data species (ones which are 
very rare). Although popular with foragers, 
their presence has no real impact on the 
fungi. It is hoped this will remain at a 
sustainable level and ongoing counts will 
monitor this. Further afield, Egnomoss, an 
area of untreated pastureland supports 
several unique species. So long as this 
fragile environment stays as it is the fungi 
and other special wildlife will be safe.”
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Jonathan Pattullo, local raptor and bird expert, 
who led bird walks around Caddam and 
Kate’s Woods and regularly counts birds 
at St. Mary’s Field Community Garden, 
remarked:

“Most of Kirriemuir’s greenspaces hold 
the common species of garden birds 
including, House sparrow, Starling, Blue 
and great tits, Blackbird, Chaffinch, 
and Dunnock all year round. These 
have decent numbers but only Blue tits 
seem to be holding steady if very slowly 
increasing in numbers, the others slowly 
decreasing.  

Other species which can be found 
include Goldfinch and Greenfinch, 
Wren, Collared dove, Song thrush, Coal 
and Long-tailed tits and Tree sparrow, 
various Gull species including Black-
headed, Herring and Common. Also, 
corvids which include Carrion crow, Rook 
and Jackdaw, can be prolific and can be 
found anywhere in the town. Goldfinch, 
Collared dove and Coal tit also seem 
to be slowly increasing. Unfortunately, 
Song thrush are not faring so well. 
Personally, I think Tree sparrows are 
making a comeback as are numbers of 
Greenfinch, after being heavily affected 
by Trichomonosis. Please continue to 
feed our feathered friends but keep your 
feeders clean.”

33



Bioblitz: Expert Thoughts

Neil Lowther, local plant enthusiast and expert, 
led guided plants walks and counts 
around Kirrie Den and the Logie Path 
Network. He also carried out monthly 
surveys in The Den from March through 
to September 2023 and commented:

“The plant audit of the Den was 
between No 37779-34064 (Lochmill) 
and No 38365-57890 (Tannage Brae). 
A total of 44 varieties of wildflowers 
were recorded (not species). Extensive 
populations of Snowdrops, Celandine, 
Cuckoo flower, Wood anemone, Wood 
aven, Creeping buttercup, Dandelion 
and Ground elder were noted.

Populations of the Cuckoo flower 
are to be found in the mown formal 
areas and as such does not get the 
opportunity to flower. If allowed to 
flower, and well managed, this flower 
would be of great benefit to the 
Orange-tip butterfly. There are several 
garden escapees in The Den, most 
notably Tolmiea menziesii (Piggyback 
plant) and Lamiastrum galeobdolon 
ssp. argentatum (Yellow archangel). 

Although they are extensive, they pose 
no threat to the ecosystem and indeed 
are of benefit. Thankfully at this time 
there were no other invasive species 
such as Giant hogweed or Himalayan 
balsam recorded. The Den is a stable 
plant community and subject to little 
change. As mentioned, there are 
opportunities to enhance the plant 
diversity and the animals that rely on 
them.”

“
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Ami Kirkbright, RSPB Assistant Warden, 
commented on pond dipping in the 
Gairie Burn, near the Tannage Brae 
entrance to The Den:

“The top spot for the day is the 
caddisfly larvae. It’s really wonderful 
to see these little creatures in the 
creative houses they make out of 
materials they find around them. 
I was pleasantly surprised we 
found such a diversity of water 
invertebrates and in good numbers. 
The water levels were quite low and 
there was minimal vegetation, so 
we thought there would be less to 
see, but everyone found lots. The 
only alarming thing was the litter 
we found in the burn, not so much 
plastic, but old wire and glass.”
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Bioblitz: What’s Missing?

As the BioBlitz has shown, there 
are some fragments of important 
landscapes in our area; the woods 
around the town, the green spaces, 
Loch of Kinnordy and the Gairie Burn 
waterway coming through the town. 
These places in turn, offer a home 
to some iconic, beautiful plants and 
animals, and many that are common 
but nevertheless key parts of our 
natural world. But we shouldn’t be 
complacent; many of these species 
are tiny remnants of what used to be 
present in and near our town. Human 
activity of different types has greatly 
reduced the numbers present and 
how widespread they are. Our town 
and the surrounding wildlife spots 
have become fragmented by roads, 
houses, and intensively managed 
fields. As the State of Nature Report 
tells us, some wildlife is at risk of local 
extinction, which means they could 
be gone from the gardens, fields, 
parks and woods in the Kirriemuir 
area in the near future. It sounds 
unimaginable and extreme, but sadly 
it is already happening.

Gus Guthrie, a local bird expert and wildlife 
enthusiast can remember this happening:
“When I was a kid in the seventies 
there were still plenty of Capercaillie 
in the Angus Glens and even some 
in lowland woods. However, due to 
the woods being clear-felled by the 
Forestry Commission at the time, and 
overshooting by the various estates 
involved, the last reliable sighting 
was up Glen Prosen in 2003. Another 
casualty, this time due to agricultural 
changes, was the corncrake, which 
lost out due to a change of silage 
fields being cut earlier than hay 
fields. Shortly after, we also lost corn 
buntings throughout most of Angus, 
though some are surviving on the 
coastal strip with help from farmers 
and the RSPB working together.”

What’s Next? »

“
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Sustainable Kirriemuir’s Action for 
Nature group is determined to do 
all it can to stop this process of local 
extinction from happening. We may 
only be a small group, but we have 
energy and the commitment to do all 
we can for the nature of Kirriemuir.

We continue to monitor our local 
species with the help of many 
wonderful experts, and we are now 
looking at how we can connect and 
improve our nature on a bigger scale. 
We will use the BioBlitz information 
to evidence where and how we can 
support and expand our wilder 
spaces.

The Action for Nature group has formed some 
sub-groups, each taking action for various 
aspects of local nature:
The Kirrie Rifflers sub-group is now 
monitoring the water quality of the 
Gairie Burn running through The 
Den, by regularly counting water 
invertebrates. This is in partnership 
with Buglife and the ARMI (Angler 
Riverfly Monitoring Initiative).

The Wild About Kirrie sub-group has 
formed to encourage nature friendly 
gardening and habitat creation in the 
local area. This includes putting up 
varied bird boxes to offer increased 
nesting sites around the town. A 
programme of local events and 
trainings are being arranged to build 
knowledge, confidence, and skills. 
St. Mary’s Field Community Garden 
provides a great location for some 
of these events such as the recent 
creating of a large pond.

We will continue to resurvey 
periodically to build on the data we’ve 
already gathered. For example, over 
the past two years volunteers have 
used the RSPB SwiftMapper app 
to map where swifts are nesting in 
and around our town so we can be 
more aware of these incredible but 
extremely vulnerable birds.

Our Nature Detectives wildlife signs, 
detailing red squirrels, swifts, trees 
and pollinators and wildflowers, have 
been placed around the town to let 
children and families know about the 
great nature in the town and how 
they can help protect it. 37



Two volunteers are participating in 
the Scottish Wildlife Trust’s Nextdoor 
Nature Pioneers Programme being 
delivered to the Northeast of Scotland. 
This is supporting local action for nature 
and habitat restoration.

We are liaising with other organisations 
to help learn about and protect some 
much-loved animals, including red 
squirrels, that we share our town with. 
We also hold regular events, such as our 
Pollinator Picnic last year in partnership 
with Buglife.

We are supporting and encouraging 
local organisations to change some 
practices to support our local nature. 
Some of these changes have been 
triggered by information from the 
BioBlitz.

The Action for Nature group is steadily 
building a wide variety of volunteers 
and supporters who share a love of the 
natural world. 

What Next continued...

What’s Next cont...

»
They are passionate about improving the 
opportunities for nature in and around 
the town. We support and encourage 
each other to learn and explore the 
actions we can take. We are always 
delighted to welcome new members.

Our plan of action is part of Sustainable 
Kirriemuir’s overall strategy, with our Action for 
Nature Objectives being to:
•	 Promote, protect and restore our 

local natural biodiversity.

•	 Study, record and track our local 
nature, and share this with our local 
community to inspire our work.

•	 Promote the health and wellbeing 
benefits of spending time in nature.

•	 Study our local extreme weather 
events, the effects on nature, our 
vulnerabilities, and help support 
our community’s resilience with a 
better understanding of appropriate 
adaptations. 

�
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We hope that through this work we will see:
•	 More people support local nature and experience the benefits.

•	 More local gardens, parks, planters and waste-ground blooming with nature.

•	 Kirriemuir recognised as a nature-friendly town.

Map Credit: Catriona Gibson
Photo Credits: Claire Pumfrey, Gus Guthrie, Jeanpaul Wettstein, Joan Disley, Kevin Clark,   
Liz Cotton, Michael 9590611, Noureddine Belfethi, Patrice Schoefolt, Tim Ranson, Chris Jones, 
David Lampard. 39



Sustainable Kirriemuir is a Scottish Charitable 
Incorporated Organisation (SCIO): Number SC052779.

Contact us

e: sustainablekirriemuir@gmail.com
w: www.sustainablekirriemuir.co.uk

Together we can plant, sow, make, cycle, 

reduce, reuse, share, learn, grow,  

experience, help, support & more... 


